
English	  Language	  Arts	  
What	  we	  know	   What	  should	  students	  know	  and	  

do?	  
What	  should	  teachers	  know	  and	  do?	   What	  should	  leaders	  know	  and	  do?	  

5) All	  reading	  questions	  will	  be	  text	  dependent	  and
will	  include	  non-‐fiction	  and	  literature	  from	  the
disciplines	  of	  ELA,	  science,	  history/social	  studies
and	  technical	  subjects.
• The	  majority	  of	  reading	  score	  points	  will	  be

devoted	  to	  questions	  that	  require	  students	  to
directly	  provide	  textual	  evidence	  in	  support
of	  their	  response.

• Tasks	  will	  focus	  on	  the	  central	  ideas	  and
important	  particulars	  of	  the	  text,	  rather	  than
on	  peripheral	  concepts.

• Vocabulary	  items	  will	  ask	  students	  to	  use
context	  to	  determine	  meaning	  and	  focus	  on
general	  academic	  (tier	  2)	  vocabulary.

• Regularly	  read	  complex	  texts
from	  a	  range	  of	  disciplines	  and
answer	  questions	  about	  what
they	  have	  read	  that	  require
them	  to	  cite	  evidence.

• Regularly	  make	  and	  defend
arguments	  with	  evidence	  in	  talk
and	  writing.

• Evaluate	  the	  best	  evidence.
• Practice	  discerning	  the	  meaning
of	  words	  in	  context.

• Identify	  and	  construct	  central
ideas

• Experience	  the	  assessment
questions	  personally.	  

• Know	  how	  to	  evaluate	  the
complexity	  of	  a	  text	  and	  select	  
texts	  with	  quantitative	  and	  
qualitative	  features	  appropriate	  
for	  the	  grade	  level.	  

• Plan	  and	  ask	  questions	  that	  require
students	  to	  evaluate	  and	  cite	  
evidence	  to	  defend	  an	  argument.	  

• Plan	  and	  ask	  questions	  that	  require
students	  to	  determine	  the	  
meaning	  of	  words	  in	  context.	  

• Provide	  opportunities	  for	  students
to	  identify/construct	  central	  ideas.	  

• Ensure	  teachers	  experience	  and
deeply	  understand	  the	  questions
students	  will	  be	  asked.

• Define	  expectations	  for	  the	  school
about	  the	  frequency	  of	  exposure
to	  complex	  texts.

• Ensure	  the	  texts	  students	  are
reading	  reflect	  or	  exceed	  the
complexity	  of	  the	  tasks	  they	  will
experience	  on	  the	  assessment.

• Ensure	  teachers	  are	  asking
questions	  in	  discussion	  and	  on
assessments	  that	  require
students	  to	  read	  closely	  and	  cite
and	  evaluate	  evidence.

6) Two-‐thirds	  of	  the	  way	  through	  the	  course	  or	  the
year,	  students	  will	  be	  required	  to	  write	  an
extended	  response	  based	  on	  a	  grade-‐level
appropriate	  complex	  passage.
• All	  writing	  tasks	  will	  be	  based	  on	  a	  response

to	  at	  least	  one	  text	  and	  require	  students	  to
demonstrate	  ability	  to	  cite	  evidence.

• Writing	  tasks,	  for	  year	  one,	  will	  focus	  on
persuasive/argument	  and	  expository	  writing.

• The	  rubric	  will	  more	  heavily	  weight	  points	  for
support	  and	  elaboration	  with	  fewer	  points	  for
conventions	  and	  language.

• Results	  on	  the	  writing	  section	  will	  be	  factored
into	  the	  overall	  ELA	  score.

• Regularly	  write	  in	  response	  to	  a
text,	  typing	  response	  wherever
possible.

• Receive	  actionable	  feedback	  on
their	  writing	  (structure	  and
form)	  and	  have	  the	  opportunity
to	  apply	  the	  feedback	  in	  revision
and	  in	  novel	  situations.

• Review	  their	  writing	  with	  a	  peer.
• See	  examples	  of	  strong	  essays
and	  responses	  from	  other
students.

• Experience	  direct	  instruction	  in
how	  to	  outline	  and	  structure	  an
argument	  in	  writing.

• Experience	  and	  deeply	  understand
the	  structure	  of	  the	  writing	  tasks	  
and	  the	  scoring	  guides.	  

• Structure	  regular	  opportunities	  for
students	  to	  write	  in	  response	  to	  a	  
text.	  

• Provide	  feedback	  to	  students	  on
their	  writing.	  

• Provide	  opportunities	  for	  students
to	  review	  writing	  with	  peers	  and	  
review	  strong	  examples.	  

• Explicitly	  teach	  students	  how	  to
outline	  an	  argument	  and	  write	  in	  
response	  to	  a	  text.	  	  	  

• Define	  expectations	  for	  the	  school
for	  the	  frequency	  of	  writing
assignments.

• Ensure	  all	  teachers	  experience
and	  deeply	  understand	  the
structure	  of	  the	  writing	  tasks	  and
scoring	  guides.

• Ensure	  all	  teachers	  know	  how	  to
structure	  tasks	  for	  students
involving	  writing	  based	  on
sources.

• Ensure	  all	  teachers	  know	  how	  to
and	  provide	  regular,	  substantive
feedback	  on	  content	  and	  form	  of
student	  writing.

• Ensure	  teachers	  across	  disciplines
are	  incorporating	  rigorous	  writing
tasks.
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7) Language	  standards	  will	  be	  assessed	  authentically
through	  actual	  student	  writing	  or	  exercises	  that
reflect	  real	  world	  activities	  (i.e.	  editing	  a	  paper).
Language	  standards	  will	  not	  be	  assessed	  only
through	  selected	  response	  questions.

• Have	  opportunities	  to	  practice
editing	  papers	  and	  responding	  to
questions	  that	  require	  students
to	  identify	  and	  solve	  grammar
errors.

• Receive	  feedback	  on
conventions	  and	  language	  in
writing	  (in	  balance	  with	  feedback
on	  structure	  and	  content).

• Experience	  and	  understand	  the
types	  of	  questions	  students	  will	  be	  
asked.	  

• Understand	  the	  weighting	  of	  total
points	  on	  language	  questions	  in	  
the	  context	  of	  the	  overall	  ELA	  
blueprint.	  

• Provide	  opportunities	  for	  students
to	  practice.	  

• Ensure	  teachers	  understand	  how
language	  will	  be	  assessed	  and	  the
balance	  of	  points	  that	  will	  come
from	  language	  questions.
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